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SUBJECT: VOA REPORT ON VIETNAM/CAMBODIA FIGHTING 

REF: BANGKOK 18387 

1 . WIRE SERVICE REPORTS JUNE 28 HAVE REFERRED TO A VOA 
REPORT (ALSO JUNE 28) IN WHICH COMMENTS ON THE CAMBODIA- 
VIETNAM FIGHTING BY "US OFFICIALS" ARE QUOTED. AT THE NEXT 
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MEETING WITH SRV LIAISON OFFICER, MARESCA SHOULD CONVEY THE 
FOLLOWING POINTS: 

- WE ARE AWARE OF WIRE SERVICE REPORTS CITING A VOICE OF 
AMERICA REPORT IN WHICH "U.S. OFFICIALS" ARE QUOTED COMMENT- 
ING ON RELATIONS BETWEEN VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA. WE WISH 
THE SRV TO KNOW THE OFFICIAL USG REACTION TO THESE WIRE 
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SERVICE REPORTS. AT THE STATE DEPARTMENT S NOON PRESS 
BRIEFING JUNE 28, THE SUBJECT AROSE AND THE SPOKESMAN 
(HODDING CARTER III) MADE THE FOLLOWING REMARKS. 

- "WE HAVE REPEATEDLY SAID THAT OUR REPORTS FROM THE 
AREA (VIETNAM-CAMBODIA BORDER) ARE SKETCHY AND LIMITED. 
THE USG IS NOT IN A POSITION, NOR DOES THE USG BELIEVE IT 
APPROPRIATE, TO ATTEMPT TO CHARACTERIZE THE INTENT OR THE 
SCALE OF FIGHTING BETWEEN VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA. IT 
APPEARS THAT THERE HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT UPSURGE IN 
FIGHTING DURING RECENT WEEKS AT VARIOUS POINTS ALONG THE 
BORDER. HOWEVER THIS FIGHTING HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR 
MONTHS, WITH UPS AND DOWNS IN INTENSITY. THE USG IS NOT 
ABLE TO CONFIRM THE NUMBER OF TROOPS CLAIMED BY THE VOA 
AND OTHER REPORTS AS INVOLVED IN THE FIGHTING. FOR THIS 
REASON, THE VOA REPORT IS INACCURATE AND MISLEADING." 

- SPOKESMAN REPEATED THAT IT IS NOT APPROPRIATE FOR THE 
USG TO SPECULATE ON EITHER VIETNAMESE OR CAMBODIAN 
OBJECTIVES IN THIS CONFLICT, AND IT DOES NOT INTEND TO DO 
SO. 

- IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS FROM JOURNALISTS, SPOKESMAN 
REITERATED THAT THE OFFICIAL VIEWS OF THE USG ARE NOT 
REPRESENTED BY THE VOA REPORT. 
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2. IT MAY BE NECESSARY FOR MARESCA TO POINT OUT THAT 
WHILE VOA ACCEPTS POLICY GUIDANCE FROM THE STATE DEPART- 
MENT, IN ACTUAL COVERAGE OF FAST BREAKING NEWS STORIES 
THE VOA ENJOYS WIDE LATITUDE IN SUBJECT, STYLE, AND 
CONTENT. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: RADIO BROADCASTING, COMBAT OPERATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 28 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 64738 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: FZBROWN:JY 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780268-0266 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978061 0/aaaaairg.tel 

Line Count: 100 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 220c077c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 BANGKOK 18387 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2133624 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VOA REPORT ON VIETNAM/CAMBODIA FIGHTING 
TAGS: MILL SOPN, MOPS, US, VM, CB, VOA 
To: PARIS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/220c077c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



